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What a Joyéwhat an honor to represent the King of kings at the closing of the year 

2011.  It has been a Joyous ñGood-Byeò to an old friend, who has not been so very friendly. The 

year was filled with sickness, trials and challenges that had to be faced straight on.  

 

We sustained eight months of ñin depthò investigations by the Registrar of Societies.  False 

charges were filed against us re use and oversight at the Mission Property in Bilaspur. He 

concluded his investigations with a recommendation that the Government dissolve our Board of 

Directors and that a ñCaretakerò be appointed to manage our affairs. We challenged this with a 

Writ Petition in the High Court on the basis, that no one member on our Board of Directors had 

registered a complaint, which is the legal basis for an Investigation by the Registrar. The 

concerned Magistrate accepted our plea and issued a ñStay Orderò against the learned Registrar 

as the society is administering many schools and the future of the students could be affected by 

such an imposition from an outside, appointed Caretaker. An open debate against this order of 

the Registrar will follow as per the terms and regulations ordinarily pursued in a Writ Petition. 

 

The Anopheles mosquito was successful in hospitalizing both, I and, wife, Rupa, in a Local 

Mission Hospital for ten days.  Rupa was also diagnosed with typhoid which she may have been 

exposed to at the Womenôs Retreat conducted in a village the first week in May. This village 

lacked in the ordinary facility of cleanliness and potable water.  Despite the hardships, this was a 

joyous gathering which had to face many challenges in sharing the Good News in a most 

backward area of the jungle.  Both of us were heavily medicated with antibiotics to counter-act 

our illnesses and endured stomach troubles for the next three months. 

 

During the summer months two new Church buildings were built and are now being used for 

worship.  We are grateful for this and give God the GLORY! 

 

OCTOBERéThe Annual Preaching Rally was held in the heart of Orissa. The local Member of 

the State Legislature consented to cut the ribbon for entry into the ñShamiyanaò Tent and gave 
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the opening address. Pictures of this event were published in four major Orissa Newspapers.  

Carnage against Christians in 2008 had left our Christian family feeling discriminated against for 

far too long. Now they felt encouraged and recognized once again.  They extended a warm 

welcome to this gentleman. 

 

Bro. Emrys Rees was the guest speaker. His wife, Usha, taught the Bible Class. The 

drums were seldom silent as many church groups sang praises to His Holy Name. The 

Theme of: "Our bodies are the Temple of the Holy Spirit" was developed by Bro. Rees. 

Sister Usha Rees expounded on the ñFruit of the Spiritò. Everyone saidé "We want them 

both back for the next Conventionò which will be held in Bilaspur. 

 

  
                         Emrys Preaches                                                     Usha teaches       

 
Drums reverberate with  the beat 



     
Birthday Greetings and Prayer for ñBro. Bernieò             Rupa and I celebrate with cake 

 

Eighty-six years of age is now history and we proceed on into the future under His Gracious 

guidance and Presence. 

  
    Tribal girls did the ñKarma Danceò                      A young man was baptized. 

 
His older sister celebrates with a piece of cake. 

She is a Christian Training Institute graduate. 

 

NOVEMBERéWE NEVER WISH TO SEE THIS MONTH AGAIN. Rupa had a relapse 

of Cerebral Malaria four times.  And Bernie, too, was again subdued by the Anopheles 

Mosquito.  Even as I write this update, wife Rupa is again hospitalized at the Mission Hospital 

with another relapse of that most undesirable form of malaria. 



 

DECEMBERé Son, Tim, and wife, Eileen arrived to ñDedicate / Inaugurateò our Ken 

Memorial English Medium High School building.  This school bears the name of his late elder 

brother, Ken Getter. 

 

Tim and Eileen work at the International School in Colombo Sri Lanka.  Though this school is 

located just south of India and very close to home, travel is most difficult to our remote area. Tim 

is head of the Science Department and is working to certify the school for the International 

Baccalaureate status.  His wife, Eileen, is the PRINCIPLE.   

  

Sharon arrived on the 24th of December from her home and work NORTH of us just in time to 

join in the fun of celebrating Christmas. 

  
Front of new "KM English Medium School"               Tim and Eileen ï hand wash greeting 

 

This hand washing greeting replaces the ñfoot washingò ceremony which is still practiced by the 

Tribal Community. 

     
  Tribal girls dance Chief Guest to Dedication                        Ribbon cut by Tim Getter 

 

 AND, the celebration began!  Over 1200 guests participated in the Festivities of the Day. 

 



 
School staff dispensed snacks 

 

 
The kids lined up and jostle each other for best spot! 

 

Over 750 students have been enrolled this year in the English Medium Classes at Sitapur. We 

urgently need more desks at Fifty dollars each. Thanks for considering this challenge. 

 

  
  Girl students pose on limited # of desks             Boys pose in their classroom 

 

Christmas came to the ACT children, thanks to ALL of you who contributed.  Over 425 Shawls 

were purchased for the kids. 

 



  
       Ruth Minj, Hostel Supervisor distributes gifts to ACT Children at three Residential Sites.  

 

We give Heartfelt thanks to all of you who have made Christmas REAL to these children. 

$20.00 per month still provides these kids with a FUTURE.  All of this is possible because a 

child was born in a manger, in Bethlehem, the City of David. 

 

ANDéOUR YOUTH PROVIDED A WITNESS IN THE CITY OF NEW DELHI. FOUR 

of our most promising Tennis Players were selected to represent the State of Chattisgarh 

in the National level play held in New Delhi this past December. 

 
Deepak (left) competed in the Senior level right up to the Semifinal. Coach Bernie thanks them 

for their hard work in training. Ashish (right) reached the semi-finals at the Junior Level of 

competition. They have a great love for their coach Bernieéwho appreciates the opportunity to 

work with them for sheer physical reasons to maintain his health, at eight-six years of age. 

 

IN SHORT WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH JESUS .  AS THE CAPTAIN OF OUR  

SALVATION HE WILL GUIDE US.  WHAT A PRIVILEGE AND AN HONO R IT IS TO 

BE CONSIDERED WORTHY TO REPRESENT HIM, in this GREAT LAND OF INDIA.  

 

We thank you all for making this possible with your prayers and financial assistance. 

YOURS, TRIUMPHANTLY IN HIM, Who was born in Bethlehem of Judea, so that 

we May have Life and have it abundantly.   Bernie & Rupa Getter 


